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June 2, 1998
RECE!VED

Ms. Magalie Roman Salas a““mem,
Secretary e oF E&amymmmm
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Ex Pa i C Doc . _96-11
Dear Ms. Salas:

In reference to the above-captioned proceeding, please
find attached copies of correspondence from Members of
Congress to the Federal Communications Commission. The
letters generally emphasize the importance of establishing
cost-based rates for subscriber list information.

Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned or
Michael Finn at (202) 328-8000 should you need further

information.
Slncerely,

Dav1d R. Goodfriend

cc: Jay Atkinson
Dorothy Attwood
Patrick Donovan
Douglas Galbi
William Kehoe
David Konuch
Tanya Rutherford
James Schlichting
Richard Welch
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ENERGY ANO ENvIRONMENT

April 10*, 1998

Honorable William E. Kennard

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Streer, N.W.

Washington, D.C.

Dear Chairman Kennard,

[ am writing to request commission action on an order in CC docket 96-115
implementing Section 222(e) of the Communications Act. This provision requires a
telecommunications carrier that provides local exchange service “to provide subscriber list
information gathered in its capacity as a provider of such service on a timely and unbundled
basis, under nondiscriminatory and reasonable rates, terms, and conditions, to any person upon
request for the purpose of publishing directories in any format.”

Congress enacted this provision as part of the 1996 Telecommunications Act, to protect
and promote competition. As the House committee report noted, “Over the past decade, some
LEC’s have charped excessive and discriminatory prices for subscriber listings. Some have
imposed unreasonable conditions such as requiring that the listings be purchased on a statewide
basis or refusing outright to sell listings or updates. This provision prohibits such practices.”

The enactment of Section 222(e) in and of itself has not resolved these problems.
Independent directory publishers still experience pricing inequities, bundling of discriminatory
.access to and refusals to licensed listings.

In order to bring these problems to a halt, it is vital that the Commission provide clear
and explicit standards defining what will be considered “nendiscriminatory and reasonable”
under section 222(e). It will be particularly useful for the Commission to formulate a clear
policy on what constitutes a reasonable price which recognizes the minimal cost of providing
these listings to requesting parties.

429 CANNON HOUSE OsFiCL BUILDING,
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Sincerely,

Tom A. Cobum, M.D.
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BntAN P BILBMY
«ITH BDISTRICY, CALIFOAMA

WASHINGTON OFPICE.

COMMERCS SOMMITTER o mmwz}? a.
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, 101 CAMING DL O PR/
nERTRL, Congress of the Writeh Htates o
PAX 190 270000
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May 4, 1998 S g
Mr. Willian B. Kenanrd, Chairmes
Federal Cormmunications Commission
IS19 M Steet, N.W,
Washingtan, D.C. 20554

Deoar Mz. Xennerd:

Imwr&nwmmymmmrmwmrmwm@m)mm
opder in CC Dockat 96-115 implemeoting Secticn 222(s) of the Commmnications Ast. This provision
requires a talecomeumisgtions carrisr that provides local exchange servics “to provide subseriber st
nformation gathered In Itg capacity as 2 provider of such service on & timely and usbundled basis, undar
nondiseriminatory and reasonable rates, terms, and conditions, 10 any person upon request for the purpose of
publishing directaries in any format.”

Coagress coscted this provisioa as past of the 1996 Telecommunioations Aoe, to protoct aad promots
compstition, As the House Committee Repost coted, “Over the past decade, some LECs bave charged
excetsive sod disoriminasory prices for subscriber listings. Soms have insposed anreasonabls conditiens such
&3 requiring that the ligtiags be purchaged caly on & siatewids basis or reflsing outright to sell listings or
updates. This pravision prohibits such prectices.”

The easotment of Sectioa 222(s) in and of itaslf has not resoivad theso problams. Independent directory
publishers stil] experience prieing inequities, bundling of disertminatory ascess, and refusals to bicense

listings.
ha&rbbfhthmﬂm»nbd;hisvhl“h!CCpmhMudaMnMdﬂﬂu
waat will be eonsidered “nondiscrizninatory and reasanabie™ under Section 222(s). I will be paticalarly
ussful for the FCC to foramlsts 2 clesr policy ca whet cosatitutes o reasansble price which recognised the
minimal ceat of providing thess listings to requesting partics,

Thank you in sdvease for your consideration of and response to ety inguiry. .
Sinoerely,
Brian P. Bilbrey
Meaber of Congress
BPB:m{
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Fax (3981 7254488
Mr. Mark Hoffman
White Directory Of Notth Carolina, Inc.
4000 Piedmont Parkway; Suite 410
High Point, North Carolina 27265
Dear erk:' ) o

Thank you for contacting me to express your concemn that the Federal Communicetions
Commission (FCC) is falling behind scheduls in implementing Section 222(s) of the
Communications Act of 1934. ] appreciste hearing from you on this important issue.

As you know, Sec. 222(¢) provides independent directory publishers unfettered access to phone
subscriber lists. Congress included this provision in the Telecommunications Act of 1996 in

order to facilitate competition on all levels of the telecommunicationt indusry. While the FCC
has indicated that it wil] promulgate a ruls implementing this section of the Act, it has yet to do

50 since the Act’s enactment in February, 1996.

After receiving your letter, | called the Legislative Affairs Department at the FCC. They
informed me that they are currently in the process of drafting the rule and should have it ready
for consideration sometime within the next few months. Rest assured that [ will closely monitor

the PCC's action on this matter, and know the FCC is quit= aware of my desire to implement the
remaining sections of the Act as quickly as possible.

Again, thank you for expressing your views to me. If I can be of any assistance to you or your
family in the future, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Memb of Congress
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